


Preface 
 
Chief Librarian, Karen Olender, at the Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute 
(DEOMI), created this document that provides background and reference material 
information for National Disability Employment Awareness Month 2007.  This document 
is posted on the Internet at: https://www.deomi.org.  Additionally, there are various 
materials on the web site that support other national observances. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The opinions expressed in this report are those of the author, and should not be construed 
to represent the official position of DEOMI, the military Services, or the Department of 
Defense. 
 
Cover design by Mr. Pete Hemmer, Ki Corporation, contractor with the Defense Equal 
Opportunity Management Institute.  
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NATIONAL DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH 
2007 Theme: Workers with Disabilities: Talent for a Winning Team 

1 October–31 October 2007 
 
 
On July 26, 2007 the United States celebrated the 17th anniversary of the passage of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, located at Web site address, http://www/dol.gov/esa/ 
regs/statutes/ofccp/ada.htm.  President George Bush, in his speech when he signed the act 
stated, “This historic act is the world’s first comprehensive declaration of equality for 
people with disabilities…,” see Web site http://www.eeoc.gov/ ada/bushspeech.html for 
full text. 
 
John Hockenberry published his memoir, Moving Violations, in 1995. He’s been a 
paraplegic since he was 19 following an automobile accident. He writes about life and 
work as a reporter who travels the world in his wheelchair. John is a two-time Peabody 
Award winner, who worked for National Public Radio for more than 10 years before 
becoming a correspondent for an ABC network news magazine. 
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NARIC collects and disseminates reports of research funded by the National Institute on 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research.  This site provides access to full-text documents 
for researchers as well as reports and information sources for the public. 




